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On a hot summer day in July 1966, administrators and staff drove down a long dirt road from Nine Mile Road (Alt. 90) that seemed to go to nowhere along the shores of the Escambia River.  It was the first day of the beginning of a new university—the first day of Student Affairs—and there was a lot to do by all before opening to students in 1967.  

Just three buildings were completed in July 1966:  the Thomas D. Bailey Complex consisting of three administrative buildings (the Center was rededicated in 1997 to the university’s first president, Harold B. Crosby, and renamed the Crosby Complex).  The main road into the campus from Alt. 90 was under construction—it would be the only way into the university for many years.   

There were about 20 professional staff and a limited number of support staff (no records really exist) on campus that first summer. Their principal responsibilities were to recruit and admit students for the 1967 charter class, hire department administrators, department chairs and instructors, and purchase all the paraphernalia and furnishing that encompassed a working, functioning first-class university.  


The university opened in September 1967 as an experimental, “upper-level” university offering classes for junior, seniors and graduate students.  There was to be a “cluster college” concept, with students divided into three colleges:  Alpha, Gamma and Omega.  Each college contained a mixture of majors and disciplines and each college had its own student government.

Today, in 2003, the three “cluster college” concept is gone, and there are three traditional colleges (Arts and Sciences, Business and Professional Education).  The university is now a four-year university offering graduate and doctorial degrees.  Faculty and staff number more than 1,200 with nearly 1,600 OPS and student-support staff and an enrollment exceeding 10,000.

When the university opened to its charter class in 1967, the Library, a Humanities Building, an Audio-Visual Building, a Science Building and three classroom-office buildings were completed.  Building 19 temporarily served as the campus cafeteria while construction was underway on the University Commons.  In 2003, the university now has 100 buildings. 

In 1966, Student Affairs reported to the President and was called “College Affairs.”   That first year, professional staff included a dean for College Affairs, Dr. H. T. “Tom”  Martin, Dr. Kenneth L. Curtis, associate professor of Education, Dr. Murray Kenna, director of Registration, Dr. Peter Durkee, director of Admissions, Mr. John Sherrill, coordinator, Cooperative Education and Placement and Mr. Marvin Beck, Men’s Basketball coach,

In 1967, College Affairs was remained “Student Affairs,” and reported to the Vice President for Academic Affairs.  Its principal responsibly was to work directly with the three resident colleges to support their individual needs for student services and organizations.  Dr. Tom Martin left the department to assume responsibility as Provost of Omega College.  Dr. Kenneth L. Curtis was appointed Dean of Students with responsibilities for Registration, Admissions, Students Services, Student Housing, Financial Aid, Student Activities, Student Health Center, Counseling Center, Student Conduct , Student Government, Placement and Cooperative Education, Intramurals, Intercollegiate Athletics and student publications.

Student Affairs now, in 2003, has more than 50 professional staff and more than 35 support staff, with back up from numerous OPS employee and student support staff.  The Division consists of the office of the VP for Student Affairs, the associate Vice President office encompassing the Testing Center, International Student Advising, Disabled Aid, Student Conduct and Alcohol and Drug programs, Counseling Center, Housing Services, University Commons and Student Activities, Student Health Services, Career Center, comprising placement, cooperated education and volunteer services, Educational Research Center for Child Development, Intercollegiate Athletics, Recreation and Sports, and Student Government Association. 

Below are selected highlights of Student Affairs throughout the years:

1966-1969

· College Affairs (Student Affairs) administrators and support staff move to campus in July 1966. 

· In 1967, Student Affairs added additional professional staff: Pat Lattore, Residence Hall counselor, Martha Lewis, coordinator, Student Activities, Robert Moore, director, Counseling Center and support staff in Financial Aid and Student Housing. 

· On September 25, 1967, the university opened to students with an enrollment of 1,400.

· In September 1967, Students Housing consisted of fifteen residence halls, organized in 32-student units.  
· In 1967, each College has a student government body with one Executive Council comprised of the student body presidents, speaker pro tem, faculty member and the Dean of Student Affairs. 
· Students voted in 1967 to select the school’s mascot—the Argonauts—depicting the courageous Greek sailors who sailed the seas searching for the Golden Fleece.

1970-1979 
· Intercollegiate Athletics was admitted to the National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics in the spring of 1970.

· In 1971, the Health, Physical Education and Recreation department was responsible for providing administrative director to Intercollegiate Athletics and joined the National Collegiate Athletic Association.  The program consisted of men’s golf, tennis and basketball.  Dr. Tom Martin, Provost of Omega College served as the first golf coach.   Dr. Tom Gross, chair of Health, Physical Education and Recreation, served as the university’s first athletic director and first tennis couch.  Coach Beck was the men’s basketball coach.

· As Student Affairs, expanded additional personnel were added on:  Dolores (Pat) Howe, associate Dean of Students, Robert Moore, director, Counseling Center, Earnest Smith, director, Student Financial Aid.  Bernard Dougherty, assistant director, Housing, Susan Hughes, university test examiner, Nancy Roberts, supervisor and Dr. Frank Williams, university physician, Student Health Center. 
· Athletic facilities in 1971 consisted of the Field House, tennis courts and a par-3 golf instruction area. 
· The State University System approved the opening of an extension Center in Panama City with Student Affairs providing student services in 1971.  Ms. Suzanne Houff served as Center coordinator with responsibilities for financial aid, veteran’s affairs, SGA advisement and other student services.
· The Child Care Center opened in September 1973 with 14 children and provided internship experience for students majoring in related fields.  It was to be the first such facility in the State University System. 

· In 1973, the sports program was reorganized into two departments and moved to Student Affairs.  Intercollegiate Athletics was headed by an Athletic coordinator and club, intramural and extramural sports headed by a director of recreation. 
· In 1973, golf was dropped and men’s soccer added as a varsity sport.  Coaching staff and the game schedule for basketball was reduced in order to allow funding for other sports and the club sport concept was established.  Tennis was one of the sports that went from varsity to club status.
· The Student Health Center moved into new facilities in Building 65 in 1973 and began offering care to the student-dependents.
· In 1973, Student Activities staff moved into its new facilities in the University Commons.
· The new Alpha and Gamma College housing complexes opened in September 1974, doubling the on-campus student population and providing housing for married students.  
· The Activity and Service Fee Committee, a committee of the Student Council (SGA), assumed responsibility for allocating Activity and Service Fees the first time in 1975.
· The office of Veterans Affairs, a function of Student Affairs, opened in 1973 to facilitate the processing of veterans through the university. 


· In August 1975, the offices of Housing and Resident Life were consolidated under a Director of Housing. 
· The Student Council SGA) reorganized in 1975 and was composed of one executive branch, with members elected by the student body, a student body president, vice president and five chairpersons overseeing Finance, Recreation and Sports, Academics, Special Projects and Special Programming.
· The offices of Housing and Resident Life were consolidated under a director of Housing in 1975.  

· On July 1, 1976 all intercollegiate athletic sports were eliminated, and emphasis was placed on developing intramural and extramural sports programs.

· The “cluster college” concept was abolished in 1976, and the Colleges of Arts and Sciences, Business and Education are established.
· The student newspaper, The Voyager, went from a biweekly publication to a weekly publication in 1976. 
· Student Affairs established a Minority Affairs office in 1977 and appointed Ms. Nellie Smith, coordinator, to head the office. 
· Because of budget restrictions in 1976, the SGA A&S Fee Committee, did not fund men’s basketball, the principal varsity sport at the time, and received concurrence from the university president to discontinue the varsity sport.  

· All funding for varsity sports were cancelled beginning in the 1976-1977 academic year and funding was transferred to the club sports, intramurals and student recreation.

· In the spring of 1979, discussion by an SGA ad hoc committee to reinstate Intercollegiate Athletics, which continued into 1980, considered adding tennis, softball, baseball and men’s soccer to varsity sports status.  The recommendation received endorsement and received funding by the SGA to add men’s and women’s tennis, baseball and women’s basketball.

1980-1989
· Under the helm of Coach Chuck Goldfarb, the baseball team won the Southern Division championship of the NAIA Southern States Conference in 1980, the first year of play. 

· In 1980, Cheryl Boron was appointed the first women’s Intercollegiate Athletic basketball coach.

· Administration of the Panama City Center was transferred from UWF to Florida State University in 1981 and Student Affairs closed shop at the Center.

· Women’s basketball was added to Intercollegiate Athletics under coach Kathy Davis in 1981.

· Women’s softball was added in 1982 as a varsity sport and competed in the Florida Association of Intercollegiate Athletics for Women.

· The Child Care Center became the Educational Research Center for Child Development in 1982 and major plans to expand the facility were undertaken.  This expansion would double the number of enrolled students at the Center.

· The swimming pool enclosure was completed and an Aquatic Director was hired in 1983.

· The Pensacola Sports Association presented a $50,000 grant in 1983 to restart the men’s golf program. 

· The Bachelor s Officer Quarter’s facility, located on the abanded Ellyson Field naval property, were leased from the country and converted into a dormitory for 114 additional students in 1983.

· Intercollegiate Athletics added three new sports in 1984: men’s soccer and men’s and women’s cross country. 

· The new 400-meter track was dedicated in March 1984 with marathon runner, Frank Shorter, making a guest appearance. 

· In 1985, men’s golf was reinstated as a varsity sport under the direction of Coach Jake Johnson. 

· In 1986, the Ellyson Field housing complex was closed and the lease cancelled with Escambia County.

· In 1988, the current director of Athletics, Richard Berg, was hired to head Intercollegiate Athletics.  

· UWF captured its first national championship in 1987 in women’s doubles in varsity tennis. 


· UWF admits the charter class of freshman and sophomore in 1989 becoming a four-year institution. 

· Stuart Town, professor, ______________, served as the first coach of the men’s cross-country team and Dave Seiler, served as the first coach of the women’s cross-county team in 1986.  

1990-1999

· A new Student Affairs building was completed (21) in 1990 housing the offices of the associate vice president, financial aid and housing. 

· Men’s basketball returned to UWF after a seventeen year absence in 1993 with coach Don Hogan leading the way.  

· In 1993, the UWF affiliated with the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) Division and the Gulf South Conference.

· New privatized resident housing, under the management of Capstone Corporation, Inc. was opened in 1997.  Phase I of “The Village” apartments provided 196 additional spaces for resident students.  The agreement to have an outside manager to facilitate on-campus housing was a “first” with the State University System in Florida. 

· Dr. Kenneth L. Curtis retired in 1999 after 33 years of service to Student Affairs and was conferred the title of vice president emeritus. 

· Dr. Linda Dye, associate vice president, assumed leadership for Division as vice president after Dr. Curtis’ retirement. In 1999.

· Opened Phase II of “The Village apartments” in 1999 providing an addit6ional 288 spaces for resident students.

· Cooperative Education program received accreditation, making it among in the first in the nation to receive this distinction in 1999.

· In 1999, a weekly newsletter, Student News, was transmitted electronically to all students. 

2000-2003

· The transition of management of “The Village” apartments was transferred from Capstone Corporation, Inc. to UWF management in 2000.

· Women’s variety volleyball was added in 2000.

· In 2000, a joint university/community committee began to explore whether varsity football would be a feasible addition to intercollegiate athletics or moving to NCAA Division I status.  

· Open the John G. Martin resident hall with a capacity to house 300 resident students. 

· The renovation and expansion of the Field House to accommodate health, leisure and exercise science, recreation and sports and intercollegiate athletics was completed in __________.

· In 2001, the first “student organizational facility—the Baptist Campus Ministry—w as opened after years of planning and fund raising.

· Opened the John C. Pace, Jr. resident hall in 2001, accommodating an additional ____________ to resident housing.

· In January 2003, Dr. Linda Dye, vice president, retired.

· Dr. Deborah L. Ford was appointed vice president for Student Affairs in February 2003. 

One of the first problems the university had to contend with is keeping the “country” folk who lived along the dirt road happy.  With the continuous flow of construction equipment and cars and trucks, the road was a whirlwind of dust and dirt.  In 1966, few university neighbors—certainly not the rural residents—had air conditioning or the modern conveniences we are now take for granted, like clothes dryers in their homes.  Their houses were open to the heat and dirt.  And their houses and laundry got very dirty from all the traffic flow.  They complained to university officials, and then took matters in the own hands by trying to deter traffic and harass people driving in and out of the campus.  It reached a point that the university had to hire security personnel to patrol the road for the safety of university and construction personnel.  Finally, after some pretty tense moments, a compromise was reached between the residents and university, and everybody settled down and focused on building and opening a university.








“The campus was so rural that cattle from the Dogwood Ranch, located near University Parkway and Nine Mile Road, roamed freely” to graze on campus.”








“The Pensacola community in 1966 confused UWF with PJC.  They seemed to think we were part of the “College” (PJC) and when they asked what we were “doing out there north of town,” we had to explain we were getting ready to open an “upper-level university” to students in September 1967.  Moreover, we were not a “college!”


Most people were fascinated and supportive with an “upper-level” university in their backyard, but some though it was nonsense.  After all, we already had UF and FSU.  Didn’t we?”











“In 1966, there were no Financial Aid or Student Housing offices.  Information and applications were forwarded to prospective students by a clerical staff member and held for processing until staff and facilities were made available.”





Because of the similarity to Pizza Huts in design, the residence halls were promptly nicknamed the “Pizza Hut” dorms by students. 





The first commencement was held at the end of the fall 1967 term outdoors on the Library steps.  The first commencement “ceremony” was held in the Great Hall of the University Commons for the 1967-68 academic year.  Sixty students took park in the graduation ceremony.  Everyone knew it was a historic event, and almost everyone on campus attended.”











With the end of the Vietnam War, the veteran’s population on campus peeked with more than 1,500 student-veterans enrolled in 1975.   During the winter 1976, Veterans Affairs made more than 3,000 outreach contracts to veterans concerning G.I. Bill benefits and available programs at UWF. 








The men’s basketball team returned home victorious after winning the NAIA national tournament in 1976.  It was the first national tournament the university even won.   The coach and players deplaned at Pensacola Airport only to learn that men’s basketball would be discontinued. 











When freshmen and sophomores enrolled fall 1989, campus life became much livelier.  Student Affairs personnel were challenged with providing new services and programs along with resolving new problems a younger student body brought along with them.








